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The Storefront Renovation Grant Program encourages the renovation and occupancy of vacant or dilapidated buildings in high-traffic areas within designated business districts. The program aims to enhance the visual appeal and functionality of storefronts to attract more businesses, customers, and investment.

Grant Amount:
· Maximum Grant: Up to $100,000 per project.
· A 4:1 match is required (e.g., for $100,000 in grant funding, the applicant must invest $25,000 of their own funds, for a total of $125,000 in exterior improvements).

Eligible Improvements:
· Design or architectural services for the building’s façade
· Rehabilitation or compatible reconstruction of all sides of the building visible to the public 
· Removing non-historic elements from building facades
· Awnings and canopies
· Replacement of metal siding and exterior slipcovers (surfaces)
· Lighting
· Exterior cleaning, painting, and/or paint removal 
· Masonry repair and repainting
· Removal/replacement of inappropriate or incompatible exterior finishes or materials 
· Recessing/reconfiguring entrances 
· Door/window replacement or repair, including automatic doors, only if part of a larger improvement
· Signs (new or replacements) not to exceed 20% of the project
· Structural repairs to the exterior
· Other enhancements to facilities providing significant economic benefit may be considered

Ineligible Activities:
· Hardscaping
· Hard surfacing or resurfacing of off-street parking areas
· Sidewalk replacement and repair
· Roof replacement or repair
· Improvements made before Storefront Renovation Grant funds approval
· Refinancing of existing debt 
· Inventory and equipment
· Compensating for one’s labor (sweat equity) and any items not explicitly outlined in the detailed scope of work on the application. However, funding is available for building materials and supplies if the applicant opts not to enlist an external contractor.
· For applicants intending to execute construction work through their own company, the following criteria must be met:
· Possess a valid contractor license for work performed for others.
· Acquire a project estimate from another licensed contractor or provide evidence of fair value for labor. 
· General business operations expenses (payroll, taxes, utilities, maintenance, etc.)
· General maintenance (windows, doors, etc.) that is not part of the larger proposed project.
· Sides of building or property not visible to the public

Eligibility:
     Eligible Applicants:
· Businesses located within the designated business district (a map will be provided).

     Ineligible Applicants:
· Buildings located within industrial parks or that are industrial in nature.

Application Process:
· Applicants must complete the Storefront Renovation Grant Application.
· Plans and estimates for the proposed renovations must be included in the application.
· The application should include a detailed description of the proposed renovations, estimated costs, and a timeline for completion.
· A map designating the eligible business district will be included in the application materials.

Approval Process:
· All applications will be reviewed by the full Dunn County JDA Board, with decisions based on the project’s potential to improve the overall appearance and functionality of the business district.

Funding and Reimbursement: 
· Grant funding is provided on a reimbursement basis. Applicants must submit paid receipts and documentation of completed renovations. 
· Funds will be paid in a lump sum at the end of the project as a reimbursement of costs incurred.
· A Dunn County JDA representative will visit the site to document the complete project. 
· The grant will cover up to $100,000 of the total renovation cost, provided the required 4:1 match is met.


Project Timeline:
· All renovation projects must be completed, and receipts must be submitted within one year of receiving the grant award.

Additional Funding for Large Projects:
· Repairs and projects totaling over $125,000 may apply for loan funding, providing additional financial support for larger-scale renovations.

Funding Frequency:
· Businesses can apply for funding once every two years.

Terms & Conditions:
· Applications will be taken on a first-come, first-served basis and are subject to the availability of program funds.
· Application to the program does not guarantee funding.  
· Applicants must sign a Memorandum of Understanding guaranteeing the project will be completed according to the details included on the application and by the Dunn County JDA Board. 
· Prior to reimbursement, the applicant will sign a Business Incentive Agreement and Forgiven Loan Agreement. The forgivable loan will be pro-rated and forgiven over three years, contingent upon the business remaining open for three years after project completion.
· Dunn County JDA reserves the right to cancel the Storefront Renovation Grant Program in the event of failure to comply with this agreement. 
· Dunn County JDA will have the authority to approve, disapprove, or make changes as necessary. 
· Dunn County JDA reserves the right to request additional information as needed. 
· Please consult your accountant on proper tax handling. 
· Any exceptions to the program guidelines must be requested in writing at the time of application.
· The completed project must be the same project that was approved by the Dunn County JDA Board for funds to be released. If it becomes necessary to change the project definition, the JDA Executive Director must be included in the process to maintain grant eligibility.
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